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FART NIL
Fin Vaelool, Ceadanch Og,nnd ths Finh Hag.

On a time Fin MaoCool and the Fanlans wara
lvine at Ralionain, a mile distant from Fin-
tra. While Fih and his men were near Fintra
& champlon ealled Coadach Og, son ol the
King of Sorach, came to them to learn feats of
skill. They received Usadaoh with gladnoess,
and after ntime ha laarnsd all thelr feats and
dapartoil, Fin nnd the Fenians woro pleased
with lis eompany, and Ceadnoh was gratelul
to Fln and tha Fenlans

At moma (distanee from Fintra there lived at
that tima n fnmead champion, who taught feats
of valor and arms and was surnamed the
Knighto! Instruction. With this man Ceadach
engngnl to ghinstill more knowledge.

The Knight of Instruction had a daughter,
and thara wias with him a second man learn-
fng. whoso nickname was Red Faoe.

When this ¢champlons had learned all the
feats froan the Knight, the two were In lova
with his daughter. Not wishing that one of
his pupils should envy the other, the Knight
eould not =attla which man to choosa. Ha
anlipd then his Druld and lald the whole ques-
tion bafors him.

My advice," snld the Drufd, “|s thia: Opan
two oppoalte doors in your enstla, plaos your
duughter half winy between thom, and lot tha
two chumplona pass out, one through one
door and ons through the other. Whomover
your daughter will follow lot her ba the wife
ol that man."

The ohinmpdona had thelr own compact, that
the man whom the young woman would follow
ahould Iat thie other have thres casts of a
spear at him, and he without clght ofdefenca,
but il anothisr would defond he might let him.

The Knlght brought his daughter to the
rilddle of the chambor and opaned the doors,
Thea young woman went out aiter Coadach.

Condach and hisn wile went thelr way then
together, and o fonred to atop at any place
till he eameyio o great lonesome forest. He
wrnt to the middisof the forest, hullt a house
there, and lived with his wile for o soason.

One day as Fin was walking near the water
at Fintra ho mnat a strange ereature, a8 wonian
to the walst, from the walst downward a lish.
The human hall was like an old hag. When
Fin stopped before her he greeted the hag.
- Hhe returnoed the grecting and asked him to

play chess for n sentence

L wonld,” nnswered Fin, " If Thad my own
bonrd und chessmen.”

“1have agood board,"” saild the fish hag.

"Ifvou havy" anlil Fin, " we will play, but
1f you win the first game I mnst go for my own
board, and you will play the second on that."

The hag consentod. They played on her
ehesa bosrd, nnd the hag won that game,

“Well," sald Fin, 1 must go for my own
Bonrd, nnd do you wailt till T bring 10"

" Lwill “abid the Nsh hag.

Fln brought his own board, and they played
an<l he won,

* Now,"” anid Fin. " pass your ssntanos on
me, slpee you wonthe iret game.”

*1 wilL" said tha hag, “and I place you un-
der sentoonens of walglity Druldie spalls not to
eat two menls off the one table, nor to aleep
two nights o tho one bad, nor to pass out by
the dovr through which you enterad till you
bring me the hend of the Rod Ox. and an ae-
count of what took the eye from the Doleful
Knight of the Islpnd, and how he lust speech
and Inughter, Now pass sentences on me."

“You will think It too soon whon you hear
{t." said Fin, * but hore It is for you. 1 place

you under bonda of walghty Druldlo apells to
stand on the top of that gable above there, to
have s shoal of oats flxed on the gable beyond
you, and to huve no enrthly food while I'm
gons, except what ths wind will blow through
the ¢ye of a needle fixed in {ront of you."

* Hurd is your sontenco, O Fin,"” sald the flsh
hag. “Forgive me and I'll take from your
hoad my sentanes,”

*Nevar,” sudd Fin,
out waiting.” z

Befura Fin departed the fish hag had mount-
od thy gulble.

‘Fhe fams of the Red Ox had sproad through
all lnnds inthe world, and no man ecould go
near him without losing life. The Fenlans
wers grently uowllling to faco the Red Ox, nnd
thought that no man eould mateh him, unloss,
pechnps, Condach,

Though thoy kuaw not whers Condach was
Hring nor whore they wore likely to fInd him,
ther started In apareh of tist champlon. Thoy
played with n ball as they travelled, driving
it forward beforn thom, knowing that If Cea-
dach saw the ball he would give it a Llow.

While passing the forast where Ceadach and
his wife, the Knight's daughter, wore hiding,
onn of the Fenlans gave a great blow to the
®ball, but as he snimed badly the ball Avw to one
side, went far awny, and fell into the forest.

Cendnch was walking away from his house
wlhen the ball foll and he saw it. He pulled
down a troe branch, and, glving a strong,
diroct blow, drove the ball high In the air and
out of the forest’

“No one struck that blow," sald the
Fonians, “butCendach, and helshere surely."
Thon they went towird the puint from which
they lind seen the bull coming and there they
found (Ceadach,

* Athousand weleomes, Fin MacCool,” sald
Cendach. *“Whero are you golng?"”

*I am under sentence to bring the head of
tho lted Ox. and ‘tis for it that I am golng, but
I nover can bring it unless you assist me.
Without you I cannot lift from my own head
the sontence that is on It

*1f it Iny with me [ would go with gladness,
but I know that my wife will not let me lenve
her. But do as I tell you now, Whon you
oomne to us to eat dinner, taste nothing, and
when my wife asks you to eut say that you
will not eattill she grants a roquest: if she
will not grant it do you loave the house and
lot all the Fonians follow; I she grants you a
request you are to ask that I go with you. I
know that aho will grant you nny request, ox-
eapt to take me in your compnny, for she Is
fn droad that I may meet Rod Faco.”

‘They wont tothe house: the wife welcomed
Fin with the others and proposed dinner.
When moat was placed befors Fin he would
not tasto it

“Why not sat, O King of the Fenlana ?*

*1 have a request to make. If you grant it,
I will eat: it not, neither I nor my men will
tasto food."

*Any requost in my power [ will grant,” said
shio, "excopt one.'”

“ What is that " inquired Fin.

*1f you want Ceadach to go with you I'll not
grant thet'

*'T'is he whom 1 want,” answered Fio.

*“You'll not get him."

“Well, you may keep him,” said Fin, rising
up from the table, and all the men followed.
Conun Maol, who was with them, thought it
hard tolesve the dinner untasted, so he took
& jolnt of ment with him.

When Fin and the Fenians had gone Coadach
oald to his wife: It Is & great shame to us
that Fin and tho Feniaus have left our house
without tusting food, and this their first visit,
Never can Ifaco & man of the Fenlans after
what has happened this day.”" And he talked
till the wite consented to let him gowiththem.

Ceadach then whistled after Fin, who came
back with his men, and ther ralse? three
“shouts of jov when they heard that Ceadach
would go with them. They enterad the houss
then, all ast down to dinner, nod they needed
it Ladly, for they were hungry.

Aftter dinper nil sot out togother and went to
Ceadnel’'s father, the King of Sorach, who was
vary powerlul and had many ships (Fin snd

" Go to your place with-.

the Fenians had no ships at that time). Osa-
daoch's father had recelved no msoount of his
son from the time that he left him at first, and
was rejoleed at his comling.

fald Fin to the King of Borach: "I need
ship to bear me to the Iand where tha Red Ox
in keapt."

+ “You may take the best ship I have.” said
the King,

Fin choss the beat ship and wan golog on
board with hia man when Cendach's wife sald
to him: * When onming back your ars to rilse
hinck salla If Ceadach Is killed, but white salls
ithe isliving."

Fin commanded, and the man turnad the
prow to the sen and the stern to land; they
ralsed the groat aweeping salla and took their
smoothly polished ship past harbors with
gently eloping shores, and thers the ahip laft
behind it pale gresn waveleta, Then a mighty
wind awept through great fiashing wavas with
sudh foree that not a nall In the ship was laft
urnheated nor the finger of A man Inactive, and
the ship ralsed with ita salling a proud,
haughty ridge In the sea. Whan the wind
fallad they sat down with thelronrsof (ragrant
becoh or white ssh, and with everystroke they
sent the ship forwurd threa leagues through
the wiater, whore fshes, senls, and monstors
roas around them, making musie and sport
and giving courngedto the men:and they never
stopped nor cooled till they entored the chisf
port of the land whera tha Red Ox lived.

When all had landed, Ceadach aald: "1 need
the flastest man of tha Fenlans to halp ms
ngainst the Red Ox, and now tall me what
enich of you ean do, and how fast he ean run.”

* Let out,” said ons man, *'twelve hares in a
feld with twelva gaps in it and I will not let &
hare out through any gap of tho twelve.”

“Take n siove Ml ol chafl.” sald a second
man, “to the top of n mountain. let the chnff
go out with the wind. and 1 will gather all in
again bafora as mucli as ons bit of it comen to
the ground.”

“When 1 run at full speed,” salda third man
“my tread s so light thatthe dry. withered
grass {8 not erushed undarnenth me.”

.U Now, Dyeormud,” sald Ceadnch. "I think

that you were the swiftest of all whan I wus
tho guest of Fin MacCool and the ¥enians of
Frin: toll me how swift are you now "

“1 am swilter,” sald Dyesermud. “than the
thought of & woman when she Is thinking of
two mon."”

“0Oh, you will o' rald Oondach: " you ars
tho fleatost of the Fenlnna: come with me."

Fin and tho Fenlans remalned near the ship,
while Ceadach and Dyesrmud went off to face
thie Red Ox.

The Red Ox's resting place was anclosed by
awali and a hedge: outalde the hedge was a
lofty stons plllar: on this plilar the Rued Ox
uned to rub hla two sldes, The Ox had but ons
horn, and that in the middia of his forahead.
With that horn, which was four fect in length,
ho lat neither Ny, wasp, gnat, nor biting Insect
ecome near, anil whonever anry creaturs came
toward him he sulffed from a distance.

When he aniffed the two champlons he rush-
od at them. Ceadach bounded toward tho pll-
Iar. Dyermud took shelter at the hedge and
waltod to ses what would happen.

Cendach ran round the pillar and the Red
Ox pursuerd him. Three days and thres nights
did they run; such was the speed of the two
that Dycermud never eaught slght of them
during that time, nor did they huve slght of
each other—thy Red Ox followad hy scent.
Nearthe close of the third day. when huth
wore growing tired, tha Ox, seeing Cendach,
stopped for an Instant to run across and
piarce him through with his horn. Dyeermud
got a glimpse of the Ox, thon rose in the alr
like a bird, split the forahead of the Ox with
one blow, and stretched him.

“My love on your blow.," said Ceadach,
“andit was time for you to glve it."

“Purblindness and blindnesstome."” raplied
Dyeermud, ** if I saw the Ox till that inatant."

Both ware now ioyful. for they had the bhead
to take with them.

" Well," sald Caadach, It Fin and his men
had this carosss it would give them beef for
many & day."”

* Well. Dyessrmud.,” ssked Ceadach. " how
much of the Ox can you earry 7"

*1think I can take one quarter. with the
head.” L

“Ifyou can do that" said Ceadach, " I'll
takeo the rest of the carcass mysell."

Cutting off one quarter he thrust through It
the point of the horo, put the horn on Dyeer-
mud’s shoulder, with the head and quarter
befors and behind him. Ceadaoch took the
other three quarters himself, and both went
on. Hefore they bad gone half the way to the
veasal Dysermud was tired, and Ceadach had
to take that quarter as well as his own three;
Dyesrmud could only earry the head.

When the two men appearod st the ship all
rejoiced greatly and wolcomed them. Fin took
the borabu then aod sounded it from joy: this
sound ecould be heard through the world.
As the report had gone to all reglons that Fin
wns under sentonee to kill the Hed Ox, when
Rod Fuoe heard the borabu he said to himself:
* That is Fin: the lled Ox ls killad: noons
ecould kill him but Ceadnch. and Ceadach la
where the borubu is." lled Face had power of
druidie spells. so he rose in the air and soon
dropped down nenr the Fenlans, and was un-
soen till he stood thera before them.

Buld Red Face to Ceadnch: “Inam long reek-
ing you; you must now stand your ground.”

“What you msk Is but falr.,” answered
Ceadach.

Hed Face went to the distance of a spear’s
cast and hurled his spear at Ceadach, but
Dysermud sprang up and caught it on his
heel. Iled Facemade a second cnst. Goll Maoe
Morna raised his hand to stopthe spoar, but
it went through his hand, and, going further,
plorced Ceadnch and killed him.

Hed Face then vanished, and no man knew
wlien he vanished or to what place he went.

When Ceadach fell the Fenians ralsed ssven
loud cries of grief that drove the badgers from
tho glens In which thoy were eleeping.

Baid Dysermud to Fin: " Chew your thumb
to learn how Cendach can be brought to life.”

Fin chewed his thumb from the skin to the

flesh, from tho flesh to the bone, from tho bone

to the marrow, from the marrow to the juice,
nand then he knew that there was o sow with
three plgs in the Ewstern World, nnd If blood

from one of thess nlgs wore put on Ceadach's

wound he would rise up wall and hoalthy.

Fin took some mon, and, leaving others to
watch over Ceadnch, sut suil for the Eastern
World, and nevor stopped till he anchored in
& port where tho sow and her plgs woro.

Fiu knew all paths to the lair of the sow,and
they went to It stralghtway.

thires pigs, hurried back to tho vessul, set sall
{n all haste, and were soon out at sea. When
tho sow came back to huer lair it was ompty,
Then she lound the scent of the men, followed
it to tho sva, and swum after the ship,

When the sbip had made one-third of the
voyage the sow came in sight and was soon
near tho ship. Fin ordered his men to throw
cut ono plg of the tiirve, The sow took the

pig In her mouth, turned back, swam home,
and left it in her luir.

speod and her venom that little more than

one-hall uf the voyage was over when tho sow
was in sight agaln. When near the ship thery
threw hor the second pig. The mother went

back to her lair with the second pig. lelt it
with the frst, and rushed after the ship & third

time. Land was in sight when they saw the

sow raging on after them,
* Oh, we aro lost!” eried the Fonians.
Dyeermud then took s bow with un arrow,

nnd, resting the bow on another man's
shoulder, simed at the widely openod mouth
of the sow so truly that the arrow, going in

through her mouth, plerced her blood veins,

and I no long time she turnod her back

downward and died,
They landed In safety, bled the pim, and

when they let some of the blond drop luto

Cendach's spoar wound he sprang up alive,
When Ceadmob was restored Fin blew the
borabu, and the Fenlans ralsed seven shouts
of joy thut were heard throughout the whole
kingdom. Then they set sall for Gorach,
Now Ceadach's wile thought her husband

long In coming, and was watching and wait-

When they came
she was out huntlng food, so thoy took the

she turped & second
time, followed the slilp, and such was her
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ing svery day for him. At Iast she saw the
whip with white sails and was gind. N
Fin and his men landed, but left Coadash on

“Whers 1 Cendnch ?" asked the wife, run-
ning out to most Fin.

* He Is dead on the vessel," sald Fin.

“Why did you not ralse black salls as you
promised ?"

“ \Wo wets #0 troubled that wa forgot It."

“ It wan wall tor you to forgst, for it you had
ralnad black salls I should have drowned every
man of you." i

* Candach I8 living and well: have no fear.
sald Fin, and he sounded the horahu.

Cendach landed. His father and wifs ware
#0 glad to see him that they feasted Fin and
thie Fonians for soven days and seven nights

Fin told Coadach’s wife of all their ndven-
tures, and what strugglesthay had in bringing
her hushand to lifa. She was glad, for the
trouble with Rad Face was sndad.

Cendash went now with Fin to visit tha
Dolelul Knight of the Island, and thoy never
haltad nor stopped till they camo to his eantls,

Fin found the Rnight sitting al a great
heavy table, his head on his hand, his clliow
on tha table, into which it had worn adoop
hola; a alream of tears was flowing from hia
aye to the table, and from the table tothe floor.

“A hundred thousand welcomes to you, Fin
MacConl,” sald the Knight, and ho began to
woep mors than evor. "I was onos in proa-
pority, and at that time this was s plonsant
place for & good man to visit, but now it Is dif-
ferant. 1 have food In plenty, but no ono to
conk it."

It that'a all your trouble,” sald Fin, “wa
ean oure It

Fin's mon wero not slow In preparing a din-
ner. When the dinner wns eaten thn Knlght
turnod to Fin and Inquired: " Why have you
comoe to my cnstle, Chiet of the Feninns of
Erin ?"

1 will tal! you," sald Fin. Then harelated his
story und all his adventurea with Coadach.

* Well" snld the Knight, ™ it will shorten my
it by saven yonrs to give you the tale of my
sufforings, for they will be as fresh to ane now
as whon first [ went through them. Dut as
you are under bonds to know I will tell thom,

“1 won-heto In wealth and prosperity, my-
pel! and my throe sons. Wo used to hunt
beasts and birds with our dogs whon we liked,
On a May morning aharo enme and frisked
befors my hall door. Myself and my three
pons then followad har with dogs and followed
all day till the halght of theevening. Then
we rnw the hare enter an old falry fort. Tho
opening was wile; wo wero abla to follow. In
wo ritshad, all of us, and thenext thing wo saw
was 6 fine roomy bullding. Wa wont in, looked
around for the hare, but saw not a slght of her.
There was no onna within but an old man and
woman. Wa wers nut long inside till three
gruagnchs came, ench with a wild boar on his
shoulders, They theaw the wild bears on the
floor and told me to cloan them and conk them
for dinner, One of my sons fell to cleaning a
honr, but far avory halr thut he took from him
ten new oncs eame out, so the svoner he
stoppeid work the better,

“Thenone of the old grupgneh’s sons planad
theboars in a row, the head of theone near the
tail of the other, and, taking a roed, blew
ones, the halr was gone rom all thras; twles,
the throe boars wore drossed : a third time, ull
ware awept into one caldron.

*“ When the meal was cooked and ready n
gruagach brought two apits to me, ons of dull
wood, the other fermed of sharp Iron. The
oid man asked, * Which will you ehoosn?

* I chose the sharp iron epit, went to the
ealdron, and thrust in the spit: but it ldid. I
I mised only & poor, small it of meat, mostly
bone. That was what I and my three sons
had for dinner,

* After dinner the old man sald: *Your sons
may perform now a feat for amusement.’

--(;n thires rooms were Lhree crossbeams as
high from the floer as & man's throat. In the
middle of each beam was a hole. Through
this hole passed & chain with & loop at each
end of it. In front of the hole on each side of
the beam was a kaife, broad snd sharp. Ones
loop of ench chain was put on the neck of a
son ol mine and one on the neck of & gru-
agach. Then each of the six was striving to
save his own throat and to cut off the head of
the other man, but the gruagachs pulled my
threo sons to tho erossbeams and took the
three heads off them.

* Then they dressed them and bolled them for
supper. When that supper was reaay they
struggled to foree me to eat some, but could
pot. Next they threw me mcross the brond
table, plucked out ome eye {rom my hend.
thrust a light in the socket, and made me lis
there and serve as & candlestick. In the
morning I was flung out through the door,
while the old man erlod: *You'll not come
here a second time!""

*Have you seon that hare sinco?' inquired
Cendaol.

“1 have, for sha comes anch May morning,
and thut renews and gives strength to my sor-
row."” .

* To-morrow will be May day: come with me
and wo'll hunt hor,” sald Ceaduch.

" I'will not,” sald the Kulght of the Ialand.

The hare came after breakfast next morn-
ing und halted in front of the castle. ‘I'ha
Koight was unwilling to hunt, but stll ylelded
to Coudach and followed with the others

Thwe nfter time they came close to the hare,
but never could eateh hier. At lust, [n tha
height of the eveniog when neariog the same
fuiry fort, the hound Bran nun:-re-l nt the
haunch of the hare and took s full bite from
her, All passed through the ontrance, found
thie house, and no one inside but wn old man
and womnn. '{ha old womun was lyiug in bed

ni.
.ng!i'ru‘?ug;gt“nu%n o hare in this houss ¥ (o-
quired Ceadneh,

“'1 have not,” said the old man.

Ceadach saw traces of blood on the bed and
wont toward the old woman, who was covered
up closely; ralsing thoe clothes he said: ™ May-
be 'tis here that the baro s

The olil woman waa covered with blood and
wounded in the very same way asthe hure,
They knew than who was the cause of misfor.
tuno to the Knight of the Islnnd, and who mnude
the visits ench year on May murniug.

They wore not long In the house when the
gruswnchy, the sons of the old men, eame in,
wach with a wild boar on his shoulidors, Heo-
ing the hnight of the Islnud, they lnugheod and
de: W thouglit you hnd enoug of this
place the lirst timo that you came here.

1 snw more thin Lwishod to see,” wuid the
Knight of the Isinnd, * vut I bad to ecome this
timun" s

*"Have you any man to cook dinner for us ?
asked the oldwrungnch of F

Tl do that mysell.' ‘pul In Ceadach, who
turpod to one of thu brothers and uekod:
W hiere 18 your rocd ;[ must use it

The reed was brought. Ccudaech blew onece,
tha hours were clean: twice, they were drossed
and ready; thrice, thoy woere in the saldron.

When ti’m spits were brougln, Ceadach took
the dull woodon spit, thrust it into thu pot, and
took up all that wis in thero.

‘In, Cendacl, and the Anight ats to thelr
own satisfuction, then they iovited the uld
grusgach and his threo sons to dlugor.

“What anjusement have you in this place 7'
asked Fiu Inter In the aven na.l
“We liave pothlug.” said the old gruagach
and his sons, .

* Where are your chains 7" asked Ceadach.
lrr” Wao dlu not use them nuw,"” suld the young

ungachs

4 gou must bring them." sald Ceadach.

The chuins were l-ronslit drawn through
thu erossbowms, wid throe loops of them put
on the nocks of tho gruagachs. No matter
whit strength was In _the threo brothers nor
how thoy strugglad, Ceuduch brougnt their
thronts Lo the knives and touk the thive bends
off them. Next they were Lollod in the cul-
dron as the Knignt's three sons had hosn
Lotled the fNirat time., Thon Condach soized the
old grungach, Nung him weross tie bromd tal)o
plivked out one oye from his Lhead. aod llxe
ollght in the rtlii)lrlur'kul.

At sight of what the gruagnehs passsd
through tho Doleful Knlght of the Island let
ono roaring laugh out of himsell, his st

Isugh in sovon yoars.

_Naxt m""'“l‘ Coadach, polnting to the
hnlgmufbtnu sland, anid to the old grua-
gach: " Unless you brlun‘ this man's three

sons to Hio 1 will take your own head."

The bones of the three sops were in throe
henps of dust outslde the door, The grua-
adh took & rod of enchantment and struok
ﬂm bonen,  ‘The throe sons of tho Knlght rose
up us well Ksnd iirong: !u ever and went
howme. 'I'he u&ulu of the Island gave s
to Fin and Ceadnch. After that Fin, Eith is
men and Cendach, salled bl?olt to the HKing DJ
Borach. Cendach remained with his wife an
{lllmr. in went to the harbor of Fintra. tak-
ng with ’nbt'm hf d of the led Ox and the
stury of the aloLu Bniflht to the fish hag.

" Have you the head of the lled Ox 7' asked

o bave, mlwrmd Fin,
‘_ on{ Il glve it to me.” sald the hag.
will not.’’ answered Fin. ° If | was bound
h‘BH:lg ithl' whu nﬁttlaot:n{ ':a glm "
n she hear : 0,
the omh‘ud bncnmn: fow ?wnﬁ. hopped to
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The Story of a Waif.

BY BRET HARTE.

Copyright, 1882, by the Awihor,
CHAPTER 1V,

After theohill of a dewlean night the marn-
ing sun was apt to look ardently upnn tha
Nobles Nancha It 8o strong an expression
could describo tha dry, oven-like heat of & (4l-
ifornian const range vallay, Befora 10 o'elovk
the adobe wall of the patio was warm enough
to permit lingaring vaqueros asw (dla peons
to lean ngainst It and the exposed annex
was filled with sharp, resinous odors from the
ooring sap of unseasoned  radwonl” hoards,
warpod and deying in the hot sanehine,. Fven
atthat early hour the elimbing Castilinn rosos
wars drooping aguinst the woodon eolumns of
the now veranda. searcely alder than them-
selves, and mingling an alroady faded splos
with tho aromn of baking wood and the moes
materinl fragrance of steaming coffes that
seemod dominant evorywhors,

In fact. the pretty breakfast room, whose
thres broad windowa, nlwnys opan tn the
veranda. gava an al fresan affeat to avary meal,
was s pathetie andeavor of the Southernsbred
Porton .to amulate the soft, luxurious, and
open-alr Indolenca of his natlve South (n &
olimato that wan not only not teopleal, but
oven austers in ita most fervld moments, Yet
although eold drunghts invaded it from the rear
that morning. Judge Peyton satl alons batweasn
the open doors and windows awniting the
slow coming of his wile und the young ladies.
Hewas not In an entirely comfortable mood
that morning. Things wors not golng on
woll at Rohles. That trucnlent vagubond,
Pedro, had the nlght before taken him-
sell off with a cursn that had fright-
ened oven the vanuorok who most hated him
ns a companion, but who now sesmed to ra-
gard his atmence as an Injury dones to their
rien. Peyton, uneaslly consclous that hilsown
nnger had baen exelted by an sxaggerated
conception of the neclident, waa now ke mioat
obstinate mon, inclined to exaggernte the in-
portaneo of Padro's Insolencs, o was woll
out of it to gt rid of thig quarrelsome hanger-
on, whose presumption apd 1l humor threat-
ened the discipline of the Rancho, yot ho could
not entiraly forget that he had smployed him
on aecount of his fumilv elaims and from a
desire to  placate  raclsl  jealousy  and
gottle local differences.  For the infor-
for Mexicans and Iodian half-breeds still
rogardod thelr old mastors with affection;
weore, In fact, morn conesrned for the Integrity
of thele caste than the masters wora thems
selves—and the old Spanish families who had
made allinnees with Americans and shared
thelr land with them, had rarely sucencdnd in
slienating thelr retalners with their lnmdla.
Certain experioncas inthe proving of his grant
hefore the Land Commisslon had taught Pey-
ton that they were not to be dopeanded upon.
And lately there hiad boan unplensant rumors
of tne discovery of soma unlonkad for elnim-
ants to a divislon of the grant itself, which
might affeet his own title,

Ha looked up auickly, ns voless and lght
rteps on tho verands nt lnst heraldod the ap-
pronch of hiatardy houschold from the corrl-
dor. It In spite of his proocoupation he was
startled and even awkwardly impresacd with
a change in Busy's appearance. Kho wan woar-
ing for the first timo a long skirl, and this
sudden muturing of her flgura struck him as
& man much more foreibly than it would prob-
ably huve impressed s woman more familiar
with detaits. He had not noticed certain
indieations of womanhood as signilloant
perhups in  her carriage as her out-
lines, which had been lately parfoctly
apparent to her mother and Mary, but which
ware to him now for the first time indicated
by a fow inches of skirt. She not only looked
taller to his mnaculine eyes, but theso few
inches had added to tho mystery ns well as the
drapery of the goddess; they were not so
much the revelation of maturity as the sug-
gostion that it was hidden. Bo imopressed was
he that s hall serlous lecture on her yester-
day's childishness—the outeome of his ir-
ritated refloctions that morning—dled upon
hislips. MNa felt he was no longer dealing
with a ehild.

He welcomed tham with that emlle of ban-
tering apvrobation—supposed to keep down
inordinate vanity—whiah, for some occult
reason, one always resorves for the membara
of ene's own family. He was guite conscious
that Susy was looking very protty In this new
and mature frock, and thut, ns she stood Lio-
side his wifa, [ar from aglog Mra FPeyton's
good looks and flgure, ehe appeared like an
equal companion, and that they mutunally
“became " one another. This and the fact
that thoy wero all, including Mary Rogers, in
their freshest, gayost morning dresses, nwak-
ened a hall humorous, halfl reul apprehension
in his mind that he was now surrounded by o
matured sex and in o wenk minority.

“Ithink I ought to have been prepared,” he
bogan grimly, * for this addition to the skirts
of my family.”

“Why, John," returned Mrs. Peyton quickly,
“do you mean to say that you havon't noticed
that the poor cliild has for weoks been looking
positively indecent "

* lenlly, papa, 1've been s slght to behold |
Hnven't [, Mary 7" ehimed in Susy.

"Yeu, dear ! Why, Judge, I've boen wonder-
Ing that Susy stood il s0 woll—and never com-
pinined I

Poyton glanerd around him at this compnot
faminine embattleoment. Itwas ns he feared.
Yot even here he wns ngaln at fault

“* And,” suld Mrs Poyton slowly, with the ra-
sorvol slgnifleince of the leminine postseript
In her volee, "It that—Mr, Brant—is coming
horo to-day it would bo just as woll for him to
sow that she is oo longer achild as when he
knew hor!"

An hour later good-natured Mary Rogors, In
hor eharnctor of ™ a denr!" —which was usually
indieated by the undertaking of small errands
for her friend—was gathering roses from the
old garden for Susy's adornmont, when she
saw n vislon which lingerod with her for many
nday, Bho had stopped to look through the
fron grille in the adobe wall neross the opon,
wind-swopt plaip. Minlature waves were pass-
Ing over the wild cats, with glittering disturb-
nnces here and there in the depressions ko
the sparkling of green foam; the horlzon lHne
was sharply defined ngainst the hard. steol
blue sky; everywhers the brnod new morning
wosshining with almost paloted brilllancy; the
vigor, spirit, and even erudeness of youth were
over all, Tho young glrl was dazzled nnd bo-
wildered, Suddenly, as 'If blown out of the
woving grain, or nn incarnation of the vivid
morning, tho bright and striking figuro of &
youthful horseman flashed before the griile.
1t was Clarenea lirant ! Mary Hogors had al-
wuys sesn him=intho lovalty of friendshin—

with Busy's vrepossessod oves, yol she fan-
gleod that morning that he lind never looked so
hiundsnme before. Evonthe loppish fripporios
ol riding dross and sllver touppings secmed
as much the nuturel oxprasalon of cungquering
outh as the invineiblo morning sunshine,
r’erhsnn It might have Lwen a roeaction aguiust
Busy's capriles or some lutont susceptibility of
her own. but momentary untagonism to 11.-:-
friend stirred aven her Kindly nuture, What
right h%d Susy to trifte with such an oE rtt-
?ﬁ ? Who was she to hesilate over t floﬁlﬁ-
ant prinece 7 X

But Prinee Charming's quiek eyas had de-
tected her, nnd the next momwent his beautiful
horse was Leslde the grating and his ready
bhand of greeting extended through the hars,

his ¢ uupérnan 1L uin early and unexpected, but [
slopt at Banta Inez last night that 1 "l'f t ridn
over in the cool of the morning. My things are
coming by the stage coach later. It seemed
such a slow way of coming onesall.”
lgr Hogera's black oyes Intimated that the

wany he bad takun was the right ope, but sh
fal nntly recoversd herself and remember
1er position as eonfidante. And here was the
taﬂ:mrtunltr_ol' dolivering Busy's warnlng un-
observed! Fhe withdrew her hand from Clar-
ance's frank grasp, and, passing it through the
gullml. sﬁtlld o alenk, shining flanks of his
0 with o discrest division o rdﬂ:lut_iun.

** And such a I?w ly ereature log nd Susy
will be 8o delighted ,0. Mr, Brant! please
znu e to say pothing of havi

aotis Clara. It's just as well not to beg

don't say anything,

good looks was condaned at once

the whole
ruins and open clenrly to thy pluin, * hushed.”

to-duy, but
n.s.»:ruuln d distant Mary—"' bafore Inther and

Cluroneo!

wionds,
;l‘imru'n utrall to the right of the blg muadronn

ron
loukout, Tor sho mustn't soa you.

hll’lltlld thoe
ing for muw
ot that lovely bllk

pointiog to & pink-sufTused spocimen of rose

thera!"
lealy bramble, and standing on tiptoe with her
hand on_ his shoulder and hewd wplurned
Busy's cheek had
Clarepos's own,
Koulblr through some confusiuon ol ealor,

way whioch caused

met her rI: !

with that "
t mAanner 3'3& zr?-?uﬁl;‘::h .ul:lr“:;?'

%@ S AR ol i

— —

equal

)
i | Then rll A8 not

on
me of a econtinuous fr nﬁ'};ln Te-
vived by Susy as he hoped: the Paytons
had known nothing of his gauﬂns with her,
Jr porhaps thoy would not have Invited him.
lin was hore as an impostor—and all
Snay had chosen to makoa m{nlcnohhum.
Inin encounter which might hav
rlalned, and w)uah hey ml&ht l\-?‘
countennncsd. Ha thought bitteriy of his old
playnate ~for a briel moment-as brinf ns
Mary's antagonism. The rounf ®itl poticed
thy i-llnual:lu his laoe, bu‘ misintorpretmd it
() thore's no ln_pgol ta comin
she said aulekly.
on to thar‘uunou don't walt 1o e,
find thom In lhosstlo on the veranda.'
Ulnrence move Jn. bu
Lolore, Neverth oro war still dash
snough about him and the animal he bostrodo
to fLr into admiration the few lounglng va-
aueron of m sountry which was wpt to e the
Etatum of & rlder Ly the quality of his horse
Nor was tha favorabla improssion confinad to
thom nlonm. Poylon's geatiflention rang out
cheerlly in hia urantingﬂ: “Bravo, Claroneas!
ou nrs here in true coballero siyle!  Thanks
or the rompliment to the rancho’  For
moment the young man was transported |II||‘E
agnin to his bovhood, snd ones more folt ay-

out il yal
© hddn
ol

not ns spiritedly as

ton's approving hund pushing buek the worn

atraw hat from Ifs ehildish forohend, A
slight color Foga 1o s choeks, s oyes mo-
ontarily deopped. The highest art ecould
uve dons no mora! The slight aggressivas
nosa of his youthful finery and Plaua:luruqua
yhinm 1y
conquered whare sslf-ussartion \?\ilht wvo
rro\mhml resistance, and wvon Miw Py r'lun
elt herself impolled to come forward with an
outstretched hapd searcely lesm frank than
hor husband’s. Then Clarenao litted his eyes,
}1n saw befors him the woman to whom his
chilldish hoart had gone out with the inserus
table longing and adoration of a motlisriess,
I::amleu. uoﬂﬁnninnlmn boy: tho womuan wlo

nbhsorbod the love of his playmate withoit
ahnrlnﬂ it with him: who had showerod hor
protecting and maternal oaresaes on Susy-—i
walllike himsolf-yot lind notonly Ieft his hentt
|l#'ll!] nnel dnuulutoi but hind added to hils own
childish distrust of himself the thought that
ho had exoited her averslon. e saw be
nora  beautiful than ever In her rt-rinrn-J
henlth, freshness of coloring, and malure
roundnass of outline; be was unconsciously
touehiod with a man'a wdmiration for her, with-
out losing his boylsh yearnings and haif filial
affection: in her new matorinlistle womanbiond
his youthful fmagination ha tod dier to
quesn llm1 goddess.  Thore was all this appen
in his still boyish syes—oyes that bl fever

ol known slinme or fear In'the sxpression of

helr smotions: thore wuf i thisin the gea.

ture with which ho lifted Mea, Pevton's lingors
o his lips, The Hithe group saw fo this oot
unly n Spnnlsh, eonrtosy In keoping with his
neeepted rolo. But athrill of suricise, of -
Lnrrassment, of Intonse gratiffention passed
uver her. Mo had not aven {nnkml nt Sywy !

Hor rolonting was graceful.
him with n winning smite.
pleasantly townrd Susy,

“ Bt herods an older friond, Me, Iirant, wiiom
you do not seom 1o recognize. Susy! whom
you hinvo not seon sines she was a elild."”

A quivk lush rose to Clarenoe's cnesvk.  The
Hitle group amiled at this evident yeulliful
aonfoRslon of some boyish attnchiment.  Oply
Clnronies knew that his honest blood was ros
senting tho decelt that his lins wore siled
from d \-:llfzm‘r He did not daro to glanes at
Busy: Il added to the goneral smuseinent that
the fmm Irl was obliged to prasent horaeif,
But In this Interval alio iad oxchangnd glnnees
with Mary Rogors, who hind rejoined the group,
and who know she was safe, Sho smiled with
graclous condescension at  Clarence, oli-
served  with  the  oatronizing  suporl-
ority of ago anil establshed posltrun that ha
had grown, but had not greatly ehangoed, nnd
1t s noodiess to Eﬁ" ngain fllled her mother's
henrt with joy.  Ularcnes, still intoxiented
with Mra. Peyton's kindliness, and perhaps
atill embarrassed by remorss, had not time to
remark the girl's studied attitude, 1le shonk
hands with bor cordially, and then, in the
auick reaction of youth, acereptod with humor-
ous gravity the claborated Intridduction to
Mary Hogera by Susls whioh completed this
Ittle comedy. And It with s woman's qulek-
ness Mrs. Poyton doteoted s vortain lingoring
glunee which poassod betwoen Mary logors
and Clurence, nnd misinterpreted it, {t was
only o part of that mystifieation into which
theso youthful actors ire apt to throw their
muturo audiences,

"Cunfosn, Ally.” sald Peyton ohesrfully, as
the threo young people auddenly found their
tongues with aimless vivaelty and inconse-
auent lnughtor. and atarted with unintelligihle
apirits for an explorativn of the garden, "*von-
fess now thut your Léle noire |8 really n vory
mnnli'}u well as & very prasentabils young fol-
low. ByJove, the padrea have made n Spanish
swnll out of him withoutapolling the Brant grit

ther! Come now, you'rs not afrald that
Busy'a style will suffer from his companion-
nhig? 'Pon mv soul, she might borrow a little
of tsgoumur to his_ oldors, without indoli-
eaoy: 1 only wish she had as esincere o wa u;
showing her respect for you ua Im"hul. {)l
he really didn't seem to sea
anybody slse but yount first, and yet you never
wore o (rlend to bim, llke Susy I"

The lady turned her head slightly, but

smiled,
“Thin {s tha first time he's seen Mary Rog-
ora, Isn't 1t 7" she sald maditativaly.
Yreckon! But what's that to do with his
politenesa to you "
*And do her parents know him ?"' she oon-
ul_u_t;lenl wiéholtl:t{upirirn% bod
ow do now? 1 suppors averybody's
heard of bim? Wiy ey
“ Heenuso [ think they heve taken a faney to
eanh nther.”
" What in the name of folly, Allv!" began
the {l_our-nlrlmf Pagton.
“Whon you Invite n handsome, rich, and fan-
elnating young man into the company of
voung ladios, John,” returned Mrs, Poyton in
1ot atiTest manner, " vou must not forget you
owe o eertnin responsibility Lo the purents,”
* 1 shull certadnly look aftor Miss Hogers.”

CHAPTER V.,

Although the throe young pnople had laft tha
vernndn tegether, when they reached the old
garden Clurence nnd Susy found themsolves
vonsiderably in advances of Mary Hogors, who
hiad boeome swddenly aud dooply Interestod
inthe l...nul’r. of u pnssion vine near the gate.
At the first discovory of their isolation thelr
volublo exehange of information about them-
solves nnd their occupations sinco thelr last
moetiug stopped slmultancously. Claronces,
who hatl forgotten his momentary irritation,
and had recovered his old hupplnesa in her
proganes, was nevertheless conscious of some
other --lnarnfn in hor than suggesated by the
lengthenod skirt und the later nnd mors dell-
cnte necentuntion of her prottiness, It wae no
hor affectation of superiority and older soel
exporivnce, Jor that was only tho outecome of
what ha had found charming in her as & ohild,
wid which ho still good-humoredly acoepted,
nor wns it _hor characteristio exaggeration of
apeach which he stlll plessantly recognized.
1t was something elso—vague and indefinite,
Something thnt had been unsotleod while
Mary wns with them, byt had now come hi-

nl. She weleomed
hen sho mwotioned

tween them like somo unknewn pruscne
wili'ch had taken trlu conlldante’'s placo, E:
romuined sliont, looking at her hall-brighten-

ing check nnd eonseious profllee Then ho
proke with awkward directnoss,

i "*\‘ull! are changed, Busy—more than in
(el

“Hush!" anld the rhunit girl fn a traglo
whisper, with a warning gesture toward tho
blandly uneonscious Mary.

“Jut  returned Clarence wonderingly,
"uhu's your—our friend, you know,"

“Tdon't know,” sald Susy, in n still deeper
tone, "that (s—aoh, don't ask me! But when
you're niways surrounded by sples—when you
enn’t say your soul is your own—you doubt
overyhody " iern was such a oroetty is-
tress (n hor violet eyes and ourving eyebrows
that Ulnronee, alhoit vague as to its origin wnd
particulirs, nevoriheless possessed  [maell
of the little hand that was gestioulnting dnn-

wrously near his own, and pressod it syppu-
hotienlly,  Perhnaps  preoccupled with fmr
emotions shy did not immedintely withdinw
it, ns sho went OB rapldly: " Antl if you wore
aocoped up lhero day aftor dav behind theds
bars,” WK,nilp,l to tho wrilly, “you'd kuow
whnt I sulfer.

“PBut——" hegan Clarenco,
m‘;l!u.rmhl'. sald Busy with a stamp of her

@ joot,

t'l.lrﬂnﬂ‘ who only wishod to polnt aut thnt

fower end of the gurden wall Wik i1}

And listen! don't pay mne much attentio
1k to hor'—indieutin “I}::;na-ltlﬂ

Ot & word to haer of tnils eontldence:,
To-morrow rlde out alono on your
beautiful horso and come back by way ﬂl)llm
boeyond our turning, at 4 o'cloclk.

motnur.

Toake tlint, Ba curoful and Keep s goud
“Who wustn't see me?" suid the purzled

Clarsnai

Wiy Mary, of course, you silly boy!" re-
rl impatiently, “Bhe'll be look-
o now, Clarence! Btop! Look
Muiden's Blush up ther,

randitlorn hanglng on the wall Get It,
‘larance-that one—1'll show you where
They had already plunged Inte the

noocently appromelio
By resvon of whiel Clarencs,

rugrance, or softnoss of contaet, seamod to
ave avalled himself of the opportunity fnu
Sumy to |nstsutly rejoin
wry Rogors with affected ifnttv. lenving
im to follow a few moments later md‘. the
itured flower,
ithout trying to understand the renson of

to-morrow's r'ndgﬁ'oul. nnd porhaps %ut nl-

together convine ury’

troubles, he, however, did not |

culty in carrying out

which he Img oxtmutm.i. Mra.
with

of the ru‘lt& of ny's

nd that dinl-
her other commatids
Peoyton was still

raciou y feminine taot, Induced him

1‘n
fu talk ::I' Imsell until she was prosently in
DOASE:

gRipess o, bl perion wih Hhprysu b

fon of his whole history-barring lgo
s N8

el ] :;ln:l 'lgr y pou';?iu'u' out his la;m:-
i Queeniy Woman, whui
i  had always heid 1o awe: thare was
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VALUE OF

AYER'S Sarsaparilla as a blood medicine is recognized in the fact thiat
hundreds of =o.called blood.purifiers are constantly appearing in the

The

" Leading physi-
elans in this ity pre-
scriba Ayer's Rarsi-

Superior
parilla. I have sold

market. That these pteparations are NOT s0 good a8
AYER'S is wellkknown to the profession.
now and always -has been the Superior Medicine for
the enre of all diseases originating in
impure blood, Its record of wonder-
ful eures, during the past 50 years, 18

Avyer'a ia

it lor alghtesn years, and have the highest
regard far (s healing qualities,” — A L.
Almond, M. D, Druggist, Liberty, Va.

aguarantee that it
cures others and
will enre you,

CAyer's remedies in this part of the State

enloy an enviable reputatlon, and although I am not in the habit
nmending propriciary medicines for indiseriminate use,
y¥ou | cannot hesitate to look fyorably on auch reliable staodird
Preparations as Ayer's Sarsaparilia and Ayer's Plils,

0l reo

Medicine

Theae are

yeoly superior preparations,” — O, A, Stimpson, M. D.COM, Thompson, 1'a.

“ My sister was/aMicted with a severe ease of scrofula. Our doctor recommendad
Ay b s Sarsaparilis as being the best blond-purifier within his experienee, We gave her
Ui edicine, and p eomplele enre Was the resnie - Wm0 denking, Dewesse, Neb,

L i 1 Ayer's Sarsaparilla to my enstomers In prefersnes to any ether,
N are SIE LI 11‘»."-(.‘. H. Lovell, Druggist, 850 Miin st., Dallus, Taxas,

clans are using It o their pract

Fhyst-

AYER’S Sarsaparilla

Prepared by Dr. J. 0. Ayer & Oo,, Lowell, Mass,
Has cured others, will cure you

ton, " which moans that the

i'mn hitoff the lund if I

Claranon's inoxporionsod youoth,

Ing 1t,
prﬁctlﬂnll\' mixed with his visions of Mrs, ey-
ton and Susy, and uyen included his provious
scheme of eoliefl for the {mprovident and Ip-
corrlgiblo Hooker.
sineority and happiness ta his slumbers that
nhght which the wiser and older Poyton Iniuht

hall-past 2% stol
hurse, fr-m The wtididos.
bulore 1

through wiich hio ol soon Macy the day e
fore.
startled 1o see Mrs,
the gruting, with hor abistracted gazo fxed
mrun Ehiy windd s tosand Tove

trat;ps of tenrs in hor proi

right.
ol Vs,
Inve on this dveadful land business, wod 1
BUPHOKe Vou'l

#tuble,
I, wnd won't you pilense como cut with me for
# goodl, lone gallop «*
o hiad spoken guickle, bmpulaively, but with
the perfoet underrtandiog in his own mind

gt tation, {
=rl f:.fahi uP .'m_ﬁ'.l which darrl '%Tl non
wit its first faint suggestion of » d
| woman's coquetry, that Mr,

naw  delight in her womanly  interest

n

In his Erials ind adventures: imd o sittle
ploasure even in hor ball i therdy eritjeism
and admonitlon of some passiges
afrald he forgot Susy, who listoned with the
complaceney

of an exbibitor, Mary, whosp
black eyos dilatod alterpatoly with sympathy
or the performer and deprecation of Mrs,
pyton's eritienl ginness, and Vevion, who,
however, aconiol Tost in thought wml preoceis
pind,  Clunnes was  hopry, The wsotlly
shnded  Hglits In the  broad, sphclons,
comfortally  furnisticed drawin roon
shone  on the  group  bLefors Ilixi.m; it
wina a  plature _of  rellnel  domoesticlty
whieh the homeless Ulnrence bl novoer
Known exespt as a vaoo, hnlt painfil:boyvish
remembranec: ICwins o renlization gf walvomb
tht finr exencded s wildest boylsh viston ot
the preceding wight. With that recolloction
eamie poother- o mors uneasy onn! e re-
memberol how that vislon had Leon inter-
ripted by the steange voleos in the romd, and
their vgLue bot vidnous import to i host
\ !'--nllnlt'. of gelf=ropronch enme over him, The
thrant- hnd i prossed him ns only mere brigs
adoeto=ho Knew the ocharpneterigtc o xpgigerns
thon of the raece-hut porhaps e onght to
privatsly tell Povton of the incldent at onee,
The opportunity camoe later whan the indioa
had retived, wod Voyton, wenpped inon ponclu
In o rocking chndr in the now ohilly vernnida,
Tookiad v roms s roverie and o t"ufnr. i lwr-
castnlly introduesd the inendent, as {f
Ihieg thy supernnti-
v, bk e wis con -
anyned soi tha! tun was constdernhly
disturbed by thete more matecial isport, Aftor
quostioning him as e appearanies of the
two mon, hisn host sudd: 0 dont mind tell-
lnﬁ you, Clnrones, that as far ns that
follow's Intentions o i

for the sakie ol ile

he s quile sin-
core, although his threats ars only Lor-
rowed thundor. He ix w man whom I huve

Just dismigsea for pnrnlﬂhnnﬁum and inaclenen
u

—two things that runin dowble harnpssin this
eountry—but I should be more wleaid Lo ind
Iim At my back on o dark mght, nlone on tha
pinins, than to confront him indayteht in the
witness box agaiust me.  He was only repent -
Ing n=illy rumor that the title ty this rancho

wnd the nine square leagues boyond would bg
attacked by anmo spoculutors.”

But I thought your title was eonfirmed two
yenrs age” salld Clarenes.
“The grant was contirmed.” roturnod Paye-
wveynnee of the
v lund s to the nne.

Moxiean Governmoent of thes

eostor of Vietor Hoblez wis held 1o be legally

proven by the United Stutes Land Cominls-

slon and & patent issued to all these who Leld

under It [ and my neighbors held under it by
wurchase from Vietor Roblez subject 1o the
nformation of the Land Commission.  Hut
that eonfirmation was only of Vietor's gront-
grandfather's title, nud It is now alloged that
4 Vietor's futher died without muking s will
fetor has cluimed wnd Jdisposod of prop-
erty _which he ought to have dlvided
with his sistors. At lenst sume speculatiog
raseals in San Franciseo have set up what they
asll *The Sister's Title,' nnd are selliog it to
actual settlors on the unoccuplsd landa be-
yond. As by the law. it would hold posseasion
nguinst the mers urdinary squatters, whose
only right Is nased, as you know, on the pre-
sumption that there |s no title clnlmeod, it
glves the possessor fmmunity to enjoy the use
of tho proporty untll the case in dooidsd, and
avon should the original title hold good
againat his, the suceessful ltigant would
prohably Lo wiiling to nay for improvements
and possession, to eave the exponsive and
tedlous process of eloctment.”

“But this dovs not affect you, who hiave al-
rendy possession " sald Clarenco ¢ u{:'.lﬂr.

“No Notas far as this houso um‘]l o lands ¥
actunlly occopy unil cultivate are ecunoernml
and they know thatl am safe to fight to the
Inst nod curry the onse to tho Suprems Court
in that ense until the ewindle is oxpossl or
they drop it. butlmay huve to pay something
to keep squatters off my unoceupied land.”

“But you surelr wouldn't recognize those
rasenls in any wiy ¥ suld Clarence. ~

As m.intnnt other raseals? Why not?" re-

turned Teytun Igl'lmhr. “1 only pay lor the
possassion whieh tholr sham title gives meo to
my own linnd ;. If by necldont that title obtains
1 am stili on the sufe side.” After o pause he
sndd more gravely: " What you overhoenrd,
Claroneo, shows mo that the plan {8 more for-
ward thun [ b Imagined, and that 1 may
have to fight traitors hero.”

"1 hooo, sir'" saul Clarence, with n nuick
glow in his earnest faes, " that you'll 10t me
alp you—vou thoneht [ did onew—you remem-
ber—with tho Indinns.”

hers wis so much of the old Clarence In

his boyish appaal and eagor questioning face

that Feyton. who had boan talking to him ns a
ounger but equal man of affalrs, was startled
nto o smile. “You did, Clarence—=though the

Indians hutehered your friends after all

don't know, though, but that your exporl-
nos With those Npanjards-you must huve
nown a lot of them when you wore with Ilon

Juan ltobilnson anid nt the College —might ba of
serviea in gottin
thelr witnessos

nt evidence, or smoshin
[ it eomos to a Aght, Bu
ust now, money 18 evorything: thoy must be
wnve to mortgnge It
for the purpose. That strikes you as n rather
horole remody, Clarence, ch "' ho continued
in his old, half-bantering nttitude toward
“don't ity
ButClarenees was notthinking of that, Aoother
pore auildsciouy but ogually youthful aol op=
husiastle fdea had taken possession of his
mind, snd he Iny awako halfthe night revoly-
It was truo that it was somewhat jm-

But it gave n wonderful

have  envied—an wol not was In
Liker ong _run w8 ecorreet  and  Ragi-
clons  us  Peyton's  sleoplusa  ecogitations,
Auwd in the varly morning, Mr. Clarenes

I'rant, the-voung capltallst, =at down to his

travelling desk and wrote two clear-heudod, *
logiead nid practleal business lettara—ano to
!lﬂ- banker and the othar to his former gunr-
Ginn,
resnlve
thuslastie as any drosm DS boyish and un-
selllsh heart hail over fndalgoa,

Jun Junn Hobinson—ns his fArst stopina
warhaps as wildiy quixotie and en-

Athirenkfast, in the churmed frendom of tha

domestie cirele, Clveenes forgot Busy's onpri-
clous commanda of yostorday amd hegon to
widross himsoll to herin his old enrnest (nal-
Jom, until e wis warned by o signdfleant kit
ting ol the young Indy's heows and 1onosylin.
Lijrr pusponsed,
Mis, Poyton ho was mors pained 1o notice
Susy's uennslonn] unconselous fudiforouve 10
lior nddoptod
A nmore o
B um-un}' did_ Lo Leeone,
L

Lut in lds youthifu! loyalty to

wthor's pifeotlonate pxprss-ion,
ke dan s et of her

cuneern o Mrs Dayton's

mortifieation,  that Lo sludly
I'nvton's  offar  w go withh him
visit the fuem and | corral  As the

afternoon anpranehiod, with another tawinge of
walf-ronromeh, he wis ohllgod o bnvont e
sxeuNe to deeline certiin

hosgitible plans of
Mre, Peyton's for libe entertwinment, ap ! at
gomowhat gulindy, with Lis
Pt Do B to pass
1 ontear wilkl of the g il it
Vadsbng hus ayes oochnn oo v, bhe wis
Pevion statosng Lol

gradn Leyond her,
bl there wera
M oyes,

who soid plais.

18 Builled ne sbhe saw b

ol are golbg to vide

¥ .
“Yeoeon" atummered e shamelaned Clar-

ane

lim wistfully, ™ You nra
srls hve oo away by thein-
fwyton has ridden over o Banta

Nl glanced ot
113 nneed §

qI.'ilhI\ -
M.

wve found him o dull eom-
ulon, It is rather stupid here, 1T onvy you,
Ir. Brant, your horse —and your {resdom.”

“ But, Mes, Peyton,”” broko in Clarence, im-
ulsively, *you have u horse~T saw it—a
vely Indy's horse eating ite bead off In the
Woan't you let me run back and orider

Ho mivant whot ho pnid;

that his propositivn mneant  the complete
sbandonment ol his  rendesvous  with
Bti-y. re. DPeyton  was  astounded and
slightly  stiread  with  bis  enrnestness,
belt unaware of q}l it implied. “1t's

{r. Brant, aald,

"but I'm afreid

-l«,lj‘uul.lnn think she

Peyton would think me golng mad in my ol
nge. No, ﬁn on and anjoy your gallop, and
von should sep those giddy girln anywhere,
send them home varly for clivoolute, before
Lho cold wind gets up'

Hhe turnal, wivoild hor slim sehita hand plays
fully in acknowindgment of Ciarence's bared

end ntid moved awway.

“or the tiest fow momenta the young man
triedto tindreliafin furlous ridingand In nllr-
ina his spirited horse, 1‘ha‘ta he pulled quiakly
Wi, What wed ho dolng ? What was ho golpg
todo? What foolish, vapid doeeit was that he
was golngto praetiso upon that noble, gusenly.
contlding, gonorous woman? (He had ulr

budd nlways distrunte hlms
it i fool b was not to tell hor hall jokingly
Mt he expoctod to meot Buny. But wou d%.
have dored to talk halt jokingly to suoh a
woman on pueh w tople? Amd would it have
been  honorable  withont  discloslng  the
whola trath that they had mat nm-rrﬁlvh.-
fore,  And was it fair to Susy-—denr, lanvoen!
chilldish Suny! Yot momaething must be done
It wns such trivinl, I-llrl'nnuﬁmn decoit, alter
all: for this noble woman, Mrs, Peylon—se
nd-so gentle woulil never object to hi
loving Busy, ond-and mnreeying  her, n!
thay would ull live happily together, snd Mrs,
Payton woulll never Lo sepiriated Irom them.
but alwnys bonming tenderly upon them, as
shie did just now In the gurdon.  Yos, he woul
havo asvrlous understynding with Susy—an
that woulid excusy the elandostine mesting.

Hig rapid pacs meanthne hand brought b
fo the impoereeptible ineline of the torrace, an
lie wus nstonl Lin turnine In the aailddle to
fiod that the « « corral, and outbulldings
hud entirely vanlebied, nud that bahind: hf
rollod ondy the Juug sen of gragn. whieh noax.a
to have wwalluwed them  in its yellowing
doaptha, Moforw him oy the wooded ravine
theough which the stago evuel passed, which
wis niso thoentranes to the rancho, and there,
too, prolmily was the turning of which Suay
had spokon Hut it was still carly for the ren-
dezvous —imload, b was i no hurey to meat
her n his. prosent discontontosd state -and he
made n Hatlosa eleenit of the fleld in the
hope ot dlsenvoring, the phenomena that had
cunnl the raneha’s mystecious  disapipear-
e, Tien B lawd found that it was tlie re-
sult of the diilerent lavel hls attention wam
arrostad Ly a multitude of moving ohjects in n
ALill mors distant deld, which proved to be
band ot wilil horsos.  In and out among them,
clrelipg almle=sly, aa {4 spemud to f:f:n =
poured two horsemen, apparontly psriorming
soma mystle dance. Towld to thelr singulae
performuonpes, from time to time one of the fly.
ing herd. delven by the horsemen far bsyond
thoe cirelo of thoir companions, dropped sude
donly and unsecountavly in full eareer. The
fleld closed over them as if they had been
swillowed up. In a fow momonts they ap=
posrod ngain., trottiug pescefully bLedind

helr pursuer. It was somo_ time bhefors
larence um-q].ml tho meaning of this strange
agu:cmclo. Although the eloar, dry atmosphers
shnrply acoonted tho silhousttellks outlines of
the men and horsos, 8o great was the distance
that the slender 40-foot Insso,which in the skile
ful hands of the horsement hind offected thie
wonder and ovorthrown the quarry, was cdm-
pletoly inyisible! They were P'ovton's vagne-
ros mnking u sclection from the young horses
for the market. Ho romembared now that ﬁer-
ton had told him that he might be ouliged to
raise money by sa riflcing some of hia stook,
and the thought brought bnek Clursnoe's un-
ouninoss aM ho turned again to the trall, In-
desd, ho was burdly in the vein for a gentls
tryat as he entersd tho wooded ravine to neek
the madrone troe which was to survoasa gulde
to his lndy's bower.
few rods turthor, under the cool vauls
flled with woodland spiclng, he eame upon it
In (ta summer harlequin driss of searlet and
Rgroen, witll hanging bells ot polylinted bor-
rive ko somo personifled sylvan Folly, Ig
soemed n Ntting symbol of Susy's childish
masquersdn of |Mssion.  Its bizarre beauty—
80 oppusid to the sober gravity of the sednte
plnvs and howlooks—mado it an unmistnke
wblelundmark. Here hodismounted and piok-
etod his Lorse.  And hero beside it to the right
ran tho little teall, erawliog ovor mossy bould=-
ors, & unrrow, yollow track through {hn onr-
el ol pine needles betweon tho elosest file of
rows. nu wmost im »eme‘Ttihlc woks scross
tho pools  of ohipkwesd at their roota,
and & brown and ragged swath through
the ferns, As he wont on tha nnxto‘r
wiid unvaslnoss thut had possessod him gave
wuy to a lunguld Intoxieation of the senses:
the mystorious saelusion of these woodland
doptbs recovarnd the old Influsnce they had
exerbed uvor his boyhooil. He wis not returg-
ing to Buxy a= wmnch as to the older love o f.?-
youth, of whieh #ho was perhaps only an Inei-
ent. It wos therefors with wn odd boEllh

thrill agnin that, coming suddenly upona lttle
hollow like n deserted nost, whera the Jost
trall made him hesitate, he lieard the woig
orackle of o starched skirt belund him, was
conselous of the subtio gdor of Treshly [roned
and scentod muslin, :Lnl“hfult the :ontro pross=
ug!-_?l dolicate Angers upon Lis eyes,
Suay !

" You silly boy! whers wers you blunde

Io_? Why didn't you luok nrouni you ¥ siha

I thought I would hear your voleos."

" Whose volees? Jdiot!”

"Yours and Mury's,” roturned Clarence s
nqeuntlr.Jl-oklnu round for the ronfidante,

SO indesd ! Thon you wanted to ses P
Well, she's looking for mo nomewhera, ﬂr—
hups you'll gound Nnd her; or shal) 19"

- Bhowas offering to paiss him whon he lald
his hand on horsto detain her, She Instant)
evaded It und drew Lersell up 1o her ful
helght, Incontestibly displnying the dignity
the added Inches 1o et skitt, Al llﬁn
oharmingly Hko tho ol Susy, but [t did n
bid fair to help Blm o a0 rerlous interview.
nd, looking ot e pretty, pink, wockin,

ofore hing, with te witelivry of the woodlan
still upon him, he began to think ho begs
oL R o ind, Marr he suld iagxbingl

aever i, Moary, I 1 A
“PBut you eald yoo wintod tosey nta.‘!li%n':‘:u,
here | am."”

“Sall L wanted to ges you,” repeated Busy,
with her bluae epes Ll o eolostial seorn an
wondoerment. " Sapd T wanted to s You
Are you ot mistakon, Mr. Urant? Oﬁ“"'
Ioysgtnedd that 3o et hioes to sue mel”

With hor fde boad ugturnod, and the laatlul

or

her seatlet L temptingly carled over,
mes began to think this Tntest phase of
extpmvigaiee thejgost fascinnting, He drew
nencet e e as Lo =ald gently: ™ You koo
whit | m.l u,husiy. I‘t‘lm nu'ht rulordn 3\.5
ioware trou bl ought you m
n I]lnll||‘|tl”|_!likm_l‘n." : $itheve
sl Hnk it waR you who m
sotmething to 181l mo—ulter nll ”'“l.gh,t.ll::.a
rlie topiled, still poutingly yot self-possossed.
UHut 1 osuppese you came horo only to ses
Mgy and mothor. 1'm sure you let them
wooew that plainly wnough Inst evening.”
But you sald =" bogan the stupelled

Clibas i
" Nover tilnd what Tsaid, Tt's alw,
Dy Wit you say ;s and you I{;-E’f.‘}

Tanv:
wnythilng,

The worddlnnd influenee must have
KTV Ery st L.] unon Clurence that he did n
disoover innll this that whilo Busy's general
wapricioasness wis unehunged there [y
new and sipgular insiuearity in her m:fi'm t
nebing. Elie wius oither conconling the existe ,
.-n.-.-‘.-l 'nollm nl;lmr rvnll m;:ultliu‘? O AsNUm nE
e it was aheant, uL Iy
nq:lﬁ-.i; WUl :rrl.n-rnlurir! .d IS A9¢ Notion |

ttlwaut L sy n gront deal t
Twantto sy ThuPu ;'m“: sl feel :»’F&::EL:”
nsl hinve nlways felt-gnd you think you eou
by by s Fwould bo ifdl—wo coild be ale -
wiss topother, wo nood not concosl it fro
your mothor and father nnv longer, A o
enoueh Lo speak for myselt and 'am my own
master,  Yaur mothor s boen very HIIT to

me =0 kind that It doesn’t reem quite
todeeolyve har--und whon I tell hurl“!I‘I'l 2 l‘;{'l:
t—-.n and thit | want l\'uu to e my wife, | bo-
1676 sho will give us her blassing,”

SUsy nttorod w strungo Hetls lsugh, and with
nn assumnption of m-ruun. thiat waun, howaever, ,
Bl nffuetod, loaned down to pick’ up o lew
burrigs lrow & mankanito bush,

UL tell you what she'il say. Clarence!
gh:; l:ru_y you ure [rightfully young, and so

" L

The young fellow tried to acho th ugh.
Lut fall pw i? he liml recolved u llow, .?{l).r i
first thino hiv Was conselous of the truth; this,
’:ili whom ho had fondly rogardol ns rhl.ls

il alrsd sy gassed L in the raec: she had 4
beeame i womuan belore he was yot & man,
wud now stood vefore him, matuper har
nowledge and elder 1o her understanding of
u-rw_larel him, Th.s was the ahsnge q:&t'
el perplexed him : this won e proseoos thas -
ad chmo hetween them—a usy he hdu\"

oowa belore. P
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